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Heavy  white  breed  turkeys  have 
become  increasingly  popular  over 
the  past  decade.  These  white-feath- 
ered birds  dress  out  with  fewer 
noticeable  pin-feathers  than  birds 
with  colored  feathers.  Breeders  also 
^ave  improved  the  growth  rate  and 
body  conformation  of  the  heavy 
whites,  thus  making  them  more 
competitive  with  both  light  breeds 
and  heavy  breeds  with  colored  feath- 
ers. Heavy  white  breeds  can  be  sold 
as  fryer-roasters  or  carried  to 
maturity;  this  gives  the  grower 
an  option  in  timing  his  marketings. 
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Table  1. — Turkeys  raised  by  breeds,  1953-64 
 (Data  for  cover  chart)  
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68,094 
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1958  

:  12,348 
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53,000 
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79,552 

1959  •! 
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1962  
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1963   

:  9,668 

32,189 
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83,702 
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1964  

:  11,043 
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48,958 

87,658 
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SUMMARY 


The  Nation's  laying  flock  in  January- August  196^  averaged  295  million 
birds,  about  the  same  number  as  in  that  period  of  19^3 •     In  each  of  the  first 
8  months,  layer  numbers  differed  from  a  year  earlier  by  less  than  1  percent. 
However,  egg  production  in  January-August  I96U  at  121  million  cases,  was  2  per- 
cent greater  than  a  year  earlier  because  egg  output  per  layer  was  higher, 
particularly  in  the  first  quarter.    August  egg  production  totaled  1^.5  million 
cases  compared  with  1U.9  million  in  July  and  lk.2  million  in  August  1963  • 

On  September  1,  there  were  386  million  potential  layers  on  farms,  about 
the  same  number  as  a  year  earlier.    These  included  293  million  layers  and  93 
million  pullets  not  yet  laying,  compared  with  291  million  layers  and  96  million 
young  pullets  a  year  earlier.    With  no  year-to-year  change  in  potential  layers, 
the  number  of  birds  in  lay  probably  will  continue  at  or  slightly  above  the  1963 
level  the  rest  of  the  year.    But,  September-December  I96U  egg  production  may 
exceed  year-earlier  output  by  about  2  percent  because  of  a  further  gain  in  the 
rate  of  lay. 

Prices  to  U.  S.  producers  for  eggs  in  January-August  averaged  33.1  cents 
per  dozen  compared  with  33.6  cents  a  year  earlier.    The  mid-August  price,  at 
3^.5  cents  per  dozen,  was  up  2.8  cents  from  July  and  1.3  cents  from  August  a 
year  ago.     Price  quotations  for  eggs  in  most  markets  east  of  the  Rockies  rose 
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more  sharply  in  August  this  year  than  last,  hut  weakened  in  early  September. 
Grade  A  large  eggs  in  Iowa  on  September  16  were  being  quoted  at  mostly  27-30 
cents  per  dozen  compared  with  32-3^  cents  on  August  27  and  32-33  cents  on 
September  16,  1963 .     U.  S.  egg  prices  in  October-December  are  not  likely  to 
average  much  if  any  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

Broiler  chick  placements  and  egg  settings  have  been  declining  seasonally 
but  not  as  rapidly  as  a  year  earlier.     Consequently,  broiler  marketings  will  be 
above  the  1963  level  by  a  wider  margin  in  October-November  than  in  the  third 
quarter.     Fourth  quarter  prices  to  producers  are  expected  to  decline  from  recent 
levels  and  be  a  little  lower  than  a  year  earlier  because  of  the  larger  supplies 
and  because  demand  is  declining  seasonally. 

Broiler  prices  to  producers  averaged  lk.1  cents  per  pound  in  January- 
August  compared  with  lk.9  cents  a  year  earlier.    The  price  in  August  was  ik.k 
cents  per  pound,  down  from  ik.Q  cents  in  July  but  up  from  lk.3  cents  in  August 
1963.     In  the  last  week  in  August,  price  quotations  for  broilers  in  important 
southeastern  producing  areas  jumped  from  mostly  13^  cents  per  pound  to  l4-| 
cents  in  response  to  the  stepped-up  demand  for  Labor  Day  weekend.    After  the 
holiday  pipelines  had  been  filled  (or  by  September  k)  prices  had  dropped  back 
to  132  cents  where  they  remained  through  September  16. 

Turkey  growers  are  raising  98. 7  million  birds  in  196k,  an  increase  of  6 
percent  over  the  93. k  million  in  1963.    Heavy  breeds,  which  will  make  up  almost 
90  percent  of  the  1964  crop,  are  up  5  percent  in  number;  light  breeds  are  up  ik 
percent.    But  even  with  relatively  more  light  breeds,  liveweight  production 
may  be  up  as  much  as  2  percent  more  than  numbers  raised  because  producers  are 
carrying  young  turkeys  to  heavier  weights  this  year.    Based  on  advanced  poult 
hatchings,  it  appears  that  most  of  the  increase  in  turkey  marketings  above  1963 
probably  has  occurred  already.    Cold  storage  holdings  of  turkey  on  September  1 
totaled  lk"J  million  pounds  compared  with  155  million  a  year  earlier. 

Despite  greater  production  for  the  year  as  a  whole,  turkey  prices  in 
September-December,  the  main  marketing  period,  are  likely  to  average  only  a 
little  below  the  22.6  cents  per  pound  in  these  months  last  year.    Prices  are 
expected  to  be  bolstered  by  the  continuation  of  larger  exports  and  greater 
utilization  of  turkey  in  convenience  foods,  and  by  a  stronger  holiday  demand. 
USDA  purchases  for  the  National  School  Lunch  Program  began  August  Ik.    They  are 
a  significant  factor  in  the  turkey  demand  this  year  as  they  have  been  in  recent 
years . 


SITUATION  AND  OUTLOOK 

Potential  Layer  Numbers  to 
Climb  Above  a  Year  Earlier 

The  number  of  layers  on  farms  in  January-August  averaged  295  million, 
about  the  same  as  in  this  period  last  year.    Layer  numbers  have  differed  from  a 
year  earlier  by  less  than  1  percent  in  each  of  the  first  8  months  of  1964.  On 
September  1  the  Nation's  flock  contained  386  million  potential  layers,  the  same 
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as  a  year  earlier.    There  were  293  million  birds  laying  and  93  million  pullets 
not  yet  laying.    This  compared  with  291  million  layers  and  96  million  young 
pullets  on  September  1,  1963.    Consequently,  number  of  birds  in  production 
likely  will  continue  at  or  slightly  above  the  1963  level  the  rest  of  196U. 

Chicks  hatched  for  flock  replacements  numbered  105  million  in  June-August 
compared  with  96. 0  million  in  the  same  period  last  year.    Eggs  in  incubators  on 
September  1  for  the  production  of  replacement  chicks  were  up  16  percent  from  a 
year  earlier.     Since  hatchery  activity  in  recent  months  has  been  above  a  year 
earlier,  some  2  percent  more  potential  layers  may  be  on  hand  next  January  1  than 
at  the  beginning  of  this  year. 

Despite  no  increase  in  flock  size  from  a  year  earlier,  egg  production 
during  January-August  rose  to  121  million  cases — 2  percent  over  the  first  8 
months  of  19&3.    A  higher  rate  of  lay,  mostly  in  the  first  quarter,  accounted 
for  the  bulk  of  the  increase.    A  year  earlier,  the  first  quarter  rate  was 
depressed.    In  August,  egg  production  amounted  to  1^.5  million  cases  compared 
with  lU.2  million  in  August  1963 .    A  larger  flock  (up  0.8  percent)  and  higher 
rate  of  lay  (up  0.8  percent)  from  August  I963  brought  on  the  increase.  The 
fourth  quarter  rate  of  lay  will  probably  be  above  October-December  1963  by  1 
to  2  percent.     The  average  rate  of  increase  in  the  past  6  years  has  been  2  per- 
cent.    If  layer  numbers  continue  to  run  at  or  slightly  above  the  19&3  level, 
as  expected,  egg  production  through  December  will  continue  higher  than  in  the 
year-earlier  period  by  about  the  same  margin  as  the  rate  of  lay. 


Egg  Prices  Rose  Sharply  in  August 

Egg  prices  received  by  U.  S.  producers  rose  to  3^.5  cents  per  dozen  in 
mid-August  from  31.7  cents  in  mid-July.    They  were  33.2  cents  in  August  I963. 
In  January-August,  these  prices  averaged  33.1  cents  per  dozen  compared  with 
33.6  cents  in  the  same  1963  period.     Price  quotations  for  consumer  and  wholesale 
grade  eggs  in  markets  east  of  the  Rockies  moved  sharply  higher  during  most  of 
August.     Near  the  end  of  the  month,  these  wholesale  quotations  reached  their 
probable  peak  for  the  year.    Grade  A  large  eggs  rose  mostly  6  to  8  cents  per 
dozen  and  Grade  A  mediums  by  h  to  8  cents.    However,  prices  broke  sharply  late 
in  August  and  early  September  and  by  September  10,  most  of  the  August  price  rise 
had  been  erased.     In  Iowa,  Grade  A  large  eggs  were  quoted  at  mostly  27-30  cents 
per  dozen  on  September  16  compared  with  32-3*+  cents  on  August  27,  2^-25  cents 
on  August  1,  and  32-33  cents  on  September  16,  1963.    Wide  swings  in  egg  prices 
are  not  unusual  this  time  of  year. 

Although  the  average  egg  price  (composite  price  for  all  eggs  sold)  may 
show  some  further  seasonal  increase,  higher  egg  production  the  rest  of  the  year 
is  expected  to  keep  egg  prices  from  rising  much,  if  any,  from  those  of  a  year 
earlier.     Producer  prices  averaged  36. 0  cents  per  dozen  in  September-December 
1963. 

Commercial  breakers  used  many  more  eggs  during  January- July  I96U  this 
year  than  last.    Eggs  used  in  liquid  egg  production  rose  about  1.3  million  cases 
from  a  year  earlier  to  12.1  million  cases.     Egg  production  in  the  same  period 
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increased  2.k  million  cases.    About  one-fourth  of  the  increase  in  eggs  broken 
commercially  through  July  can  be  attributed  to  a  larger  Government  egg  buying 
program;  the  rest  went  into  commercial  channels  as  demand  recovered  from  a  year 
earlier.     Only  1U.9  million  cases  of  eggs  were  used  in  liquid  egg  production  in 
1963  compared  with  16.1  million  cases  in  both  196I  and  1962. 

Cold  storage  holdings  of  shell  and  frozen  egg  (practically  all  frozen) 
totaled  2.8  million  cases  on  September  1  and  were  probably  past  the  peak  for  the 
year.     Stocks  were  record  low  and  did  not  differ  significantly  from  a  year 
earlier.     Storage  withdrawals  of  frozen  egg  between  September  1  and  December  31 
probably  will  reduce  stocks  by  the  equivalent  of  1  million  cases  of  shell  eggs, 
about  the  same  reduction  as  a  year  earlier.     Egg  production  during  this  period 
likely  will  total  about  57  million  cases. 

USDA  spent  $15.1  million  to  buy  ik.h  million  pounds  of  whole  egg  solids 
for  distribution  to  needy  families  between  March  26  and  September  17.  Purchases 
amounted  to  about  2  percent  of  egg  production  in  the  same  period.  Quantities 
contracted  for  since  mid-196^-  amounted  to  less  than  1  percent  of  concurrent  pro- 
duction.    In  1963,  the  Department  removed  Q.k  million  pounds  of  egg  solids  from 
the  market  at  a  cost  of  $8.8  million  for  distribution  to  school  lunches,  charit- 
able institutions,  and  nonprofit  summer  camps  for  children.    Last  year's  program 
ended    July  3,  earlier  than  the  I96U  program  which  was  still  in  operation  in 
mid-September.    Paying  prices  for  egg  solids  this  year  have  been  mostly  $1.05 
per  pound.    Last  year's  top  paying  prices  dropped  from  $1.06  between  April  26 
and  May  31  to  $1.02  in  June  27  to  July  3. 

Poultry  Feed  Prices  Drop 
Below  1963  Level 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  for  most  poultry  feeds,  which  had  been  generally 
rising  in  I96I-63,  fell  relative  to  a  year  earlier  between  January  and  August. 
The  cost  of  poultry  ration,  perhaps  the  best  single  measure  of  overall  poultry 
feed  prices,  dropped  below  a  year  earlier  in  June.    This  was  the  first  time 
that  this  cost  had  been  under  the  year-earlier  level  since  May  I96I.     In  mid- 
August  the  value  of  poultry  ration  averaged  $3.^+2  per  100  pounds,  compared  with 
$3.57  in  January  and  $3.5^  in  August  1963. 

Lower  feed  prices  this  summer,  especially  for  corn,  resulted  from  much 
larger  "free"  supplies  and  the  lower  I963  loan  rate.     Prices  for  high  protein 
feeds  in  I963-6U  have  averaged  close  to  the  1962-63  level.     Prices  of  these 
feeds  were  much  above  a  year  earlier  in  late  1963  but  have  declined  since 
January  and  in  August  averaged  12  percent  below  August  1963.     This  fall  and 
winter  poultry  feed  prices  may  not  be  greatly  different  from  prices  in  those 
seasons  of  I963-6U.    However,  the  September  Crop  Report  indicated  dry  weather 
has  reduced  prospective  crop  yields.    Thus,  a  tightening  of  supplies  may 
strengthen  prices  over  the  next  several  months. 

While  the  I96U  support  levels  for  corn,  barley,  and  grain  sorghum  remain 
unchanged  from  1963,  the  loan  rates  are  up  a  little.     These  increases  will  also 
tend  to  support  market  prices  in  I96U-65.     Provisions  for  CCC  sales  of  feed 
grains  against  the  certificate  pool  at  not  less  than  the  loan  rate  plus  carrying 
charges  will  also  apply  in  the  I96U-65  marketing  year. 
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Incentive  to  Increase  Broiler 

Production  in  Early  .1965  Reduced 

The  Nation's  broiler  hatchery  supply  flock  is  now  being  cyclically  re- 
duced and  this  suggests  tha.t  the  industry  will  not  be  willing  to  produce  broilers 
at  as  low  a  price  in  ea.rly  I965  as  in  the  same  period  of  I96U.     Because  of  the 
smaller  supply  of  hatching  eggs  and  chicks,  increasing  broiler  output  above  the 
I96U  level  early  in  1965  probably  would  lead  to  higher  unit  costs  and  smaller 
profit  margins.     In  addition,  lower  prices  in  prospect  for  the  fourth  quarter 
may  bring  about  more  caution  in  production  planning.     Consequently,  broiler 
production  in  early  19&5  may  be  held  down  to  or  somewhat  below  the  year-earlier 
level.     This  would  probably  cause  first  quarter  1965  broiler  prices  to  average 
a  little  above  January-March  196^.    However,  incentive  to  reduce  production  may 
not  endure  long  because  the  supply  flock  probably  will  soon  be  rapidly  rebuilding. 
From  an  indicated  8  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier  for  Oct ober- November , 
the  indicated  flock  size  has  changed  to  5  percent  smaller  for  December  I96U- 
January  1965. 

Broiler  Prices  Strengthen  in  Recent  Months 

Prices  received  by  U.  S.  for  live  broilers  in  January-August  averaged 
lk.1  cents  per  pound  compared  with  1^.9  cents  in  the  first  8  months  of  1963. 
The  August  price  at  ik.k  cents  was  down  ^  cent  from  July  but  up  slightly  from 
August  1963.     In  late  August,  price  quotations  for  broilers  in  important  South- 
eastern producing  areas  jumped  from  132  ^°  1^2  cents  per  pound  and  then  fell 
back  to  13"g  cents  the  first  week  in  September  after  purchases  for  the  Labor  Day 
holiday  were  over.     Quotations  continued  at  13~f  cents  through  September  16. 
U.  S.  average  prices  usually  are  about  1  cent  above  these  quotations.  The 
strength  in  broiler  prices  since  midyear  reflects  a  downward  adjustment  in 
broiler  production  from  6  to  8  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier  in  the  first 
half  to  about  1  to  2  percent  greater  in  the  third  quarter. 

Federally  certified  slaughter  of  young  chickens  in  January-July  totaled 
k.2  billion  pounds,  up  6  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    The  commercial  produc- 
tion of  red  meat  at  l8.2  billion  pounds  exceeded  the  yea.r-earlier  volume  by 
1.3  billion  pounds.     Broiler  exports  rose  to  65.7  million  pounds  from  58. h  mil- 
lion pounds  in  January- July  I963.    USDA  purchased  20.2  million  pounds  of  young 
chicken  for  the  National  School  Lunch  Program  between  July  22,  when  purchasing 
began,  and  September  17.    Last  year  in  a  similar  program  the  Department  purchased 
50  million  pounds  between  September  10  and  December  18. 

Hatchery  activity  in  recent  weeks  indicates  that  broiler  production  in 
October  and  November  will  be  significantly  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Broiler 
chicks  placed  in  22  States  in  the  7  weeks  ended  September  12  ran  6  percent 
above  the  same  weeks  of  1963.    Egg  settings  for  broiler  chick  production  in  the 
same  States  exceeded  the  year-earlier  level  by  k  percent  in  the  3  weeks  ended 
September  12. 
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BroiJ.er  Industry  Heads  Into  Period 
of  Seasonally  Reduced  Demand 

Fourth  quarter  broiler  prices  are  likely  to  slip  below  current  levels 
because  demand  will  be  falling  seasonally  more  rapidly  than  production.     In  the 
fall  and  winter,  consumers  want  fewer  broilers  but  more  turkey  and  red  meat. 
Broilers  are  particularly  desired  for  summer  cookery — barbecues  and  light  meals. 
In  cooler  weather,  when  people  want  heavier  meals  and  when  heat  in  the  kitchen 
is  less  objectionable,  red  meats  become  more  popular.     The  heavy  consumption  of 
turkey  in  the  fourth  quarter,  of  course,  is  associated  with  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas. 

In  8  out  of  the  last  10  years,  broiler  prices  were  lower  in  October- 
December  than  in  July-September.     This  year,  the  price  may  drop  more  between 
these  2  quarters  than  it  did  in  1963  when  the  average  U.  S.  price  received  by 
producers  for  broilers  fell  from  lU.2  cents  per  pound  to  13. 9  cents.  The 
reason:     The  seasonal  decline  in  broiler  slaughter  will  be  less  pronounced  than 
last  year  and  competition  from  turkey  will  be  greater.     This  will  probably  more 
than  offset  some  expected  year-to-year  gain  in  October-December  exports,  stem- 
ming from  a  stronger  foreign  demand.     On  August  1  the  EEC  reduced  levies  on 
U.  S.  broiler  parts. 

Although  the  broiler  industry  is  well  aware  of  the  seasonal  decline  in 
demand,  it  does  not  usually  reduce  fourth  quarter  output  enough  to  maintain 
broiler  prices  at  the  third  quarter  level.     It  is  difficult  and  expensive  for 
individual  firms  to  grea/tly  cut  the  level  of  production  from  one  period  to  the 
next.     In  response  to  the  seasonally  reduced  demand,  firms  continue  to  produce 
as  much  as  they  can  market  effectively  as  long  as  prices  cover  variable  costs. 
Firms  planning  to  continue  in  business  would  produce  at  even  lower  prices  for 
a  time  rather  than  risk  the  loss  of  their  better  growers  and  their  outlets  for 
ready-to-cook  broilers. 

The  demand  for  broilers  in  the  first  quarter  is  higher  than  in  the  fourth 
quarter  but  lower  than  in  the  second  and  third  quarters.     First  quarter  broiler 
prices  each  year  in  1958  through  1963  have  been  above  the  annual  average  because 
January-March  broiler  production  has  been  lower  than  output  in  the  fourth 
quarter.    However,  output  in  I963  increased  much  more  in  the  first  quarter  than 
in  the  year  as  a  whole.    This  same  pattern  appears  to  be  repeating  itself  this 
year.     The  first  quarter  price  received  by  farmers  for  broilers  in  19&3  was 
only  0.8  cent  above  the  1963  annual  average,  while  a  year  earlier  the  difference 
was  1.2  cents.     If  the  annual  average  price  turns  out  to  be  about  lh  cents  this 
year,  the  margin  in  favor  of  January-March  in  196U  will  be  only  0.3  cent. 

EEC  Levies  Against  U.  S. 
Poultry  Parts  Reduced 

The  method  of  computing  gate  prices  and  levies  on  U.  S.  poultry  parts 
imported  into  the  EEC  was  modified  on  August  1,  resulting  in  significantly 
lower  charges  against  drumsticks  and  wings.     The  reduction  applies  to  parts  of 
all  classes  of  poultry. 
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Previously,  the  gate  price  and  the  variable  levy  against  all  poultry 
parts  were  obtained  in  the  following  manner:    First,  the  gate  price  was  aver- 
aged for  Type  II  (ready-to-cook  birds  with  giblets)  broilers  and  turkeys  and  a 
similar  average  also  was  computed  of  the  variable  levies.    Then  a  conversion 
factor  of  125  percent  was  applied  to  both  of  these  averages  to  yield  a  gate 
price  and  a  variable  levy  for  all  poultry  parts  except  backs  and  necks.  For 
backs  and  necks  a  conversion  factor  of  50  percent  was  used. 

The  August  1  change  reduced  the  conversion  factor  for  drumsticks  and 
wings  from  125  percent  to  50  percent.    The  125  percent  factor  still  applies  to 
breasts  and  thighs.    For  drumsticks  and  wings  imported  into  West  Germany  the 
new  gate  price  is  16.9  cents  per  pound  and  the  new  variable  levy  is  5.6  cents 
per  pound.    Prior  to  August  1,  the  gate  price  was  k-2.1  cents  and  the  variable 
levy  was  13. 9  cents. 

In  addition  to  the  variable  levy,  a  supplemental  levy  for  backs  and  necks 
of  h.k  cents  per  pound  was  put  into  effect  on  March  2,  196^-,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  conversion  factor  was  reduced  from  60  percent  to  50  percent.    This  same 
supplemental  levy  is  currently  in  effect.    No  supplemental  levy  is  in  force  for 
poultry  parts  other  than  backs  and  necks. 


Table  3. — West  German    imports  of  slaughtered  poultry, 
by  kind  and  major  supplier  country,  1963 


Supplier 

Chicken 

Other  poultry 

country 

[  Broilers 

•  •  • 

[     Stewers     \      Parts      [  Turkeys 

•  •  • 

• 

[  Ducks 

:    Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb.  Mil. 

lb.        Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

United  States 
France 
Netherlands 
Denmark 

Other  countries 

:  2k.7 
:  21.k 
1  85.3 
:  69.3 
:  29.5 

13.5            18.4  10.6 
k.2             2/  2/ 
28.0              .6  .2 
11.9               .3  .7 
h.h               .1  2.7 

19.0 

2/ 
2.0 

Total  1/ 

;  230.1 

62.I            19. k  lh.2 

21.0 

Other  poultry 

Total  1/ 

'  Geese 

•  ■ 

*  Parts  \ 

Offals  j 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

United  States  : 
France  : 
Netherlands  \ 
Denmark 

Other  countries 

:  0.3 
:  .1 
:  .1 
:  .1 
:  19.8 

9.7 

1.8 

0.5 

2/ 
.1 

2/ 

77.7 
25.8 
133.1 
82.5 
60.3 

Total  1/ 

;      20.  k 

11.5 

.7 

379.  k 

1/  Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding.     2j  Less  than  0.05  million  pounds. 
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Levies  against  whole  or  cutup  Type  II  U.  S.  broilers  and  turkeys  imported 
into  West  Germany,  our  major  foreign  market,  have  not  changed  much  since  the 
beginning  of  19^3,  as  indicated  in  table  2  on  page  9. 

Last  year,  West  Germany  imported  78  million  pounds  of  slaughtered  poultry 
from  the  United  States  of  which  36  million  pounds  were  poultry  parts.     Over  90 
percent  of  West  Germany's  imports  of  poultry  parts  in  1963  came  from  the  United 
States.     See  table  on  opposite  page. 

98.7  Million  Turkeys 
Being  Raised  in  I96U 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  estimates  that  turkey  growers  are  raising  98.7 
million  birds  in  1964  compared  with  93.^  million  in  1963.  This  year's  crop  is 
second  in  size  only  to  the  record  108.2  million  in  1961. 

Light  breeds  are  increasing  from  9.7  million  to  11.0  million  and  heavy 
breeds  from  83.7  million  to  87.7  million.    Light  breeds  (nearly  all  of  which 
are  white)  and  heavy  white  breeds  are  outnumbering  heavy  breeds  with  colored 
feathers  for  the  first  time — ^9*7  million  to  ^9*0  million.    Among  the  heavies, 
whites  are  up  6.5  million  to  38.7  million  but  others  are  down  2.5  million  to 
49.O  million. 

Light  breeds  account  for  11  percent  of  the  crop  this  year  compared  with 
10  percent  last  year  and  27  percent  in  1953-55?  when  these  small  turkeys  were 
at  their  height  of  popularity.    Heavy  white  breeds  make  up  39  percent  of  the 
total  number  of  turkeys,  up  from  3^  percent  last  year  and  20  percent  in  1956. 

Heavy  white  breeds  are  finding  greater  favor  for  a  number  of  reasons. 
First,  white  feathered  birds  dress  out  with  fewer  noticeable  pinfeathers  and, 
therefore,  are  more  acceptable  to  consumers  and  are  less  costly  to  process. 
Second,  heavy  white  breeds  have  been  improved  for  such  traits  as  rapid  growth, 
low  mortality,  good  body  conformation  at  all  ages  and  high  eviscerated  yield. 
As  a  result,  heavy  white  breeds  have  replaced  many  Beltsville  Whites  in  the 
production  of  consumer-sized  turkeys  and  have  offered  steadily  growing  competi- 
tion to  Broad  Breasted  Bronzes.    Heavy  whites  can  be  marketed  as  fryer-roasters, 
competitive  with  Beltsville  Whites,  or  carried  to  maturity,  thus  giving  the 
grower  an  option  on  the  time  of  marketing. 

Fryer-roaster  producers  since  1962,  however,  have  been  shifting  back  to 
light  breeds.    The  same  number  of  fryer-roasters,  lU.3  million,  were  slaughtered 
in  1962  and  1963  in  federally  inspected  plants,  but  light  breeds  raised  in- 
creased from  9.0  million  to  9.7  million  between  these  2  years.    Furthermore,  the 
increase  in  fryer-roaster  production  so  far  this  year  appears  to  be  explained  by 
increased  hatchings  of  light  breeds.    The  poult  cost  for  light  breeds  is  less 
than  for  straight  run  heavy  white  breeds  and  some  producers  claim  that  the  light 
breeds  produce  a  more  attractive  fryer-roaster.    However,  the  advantage  of  lower 
poult  cost  may  not  long  endure  as  a  result  of  a  growing  industry  practice — 
separating  poults  by  sex  and  selling  the  toms  and  hens  separately.    Trade  sources 
report  that  some  torn  poults  currently  sell  for  about  a  dollar  each  and  some  hen 
poults  for  30  cents— well  below  the  cost  of  straight  run  light  breed  poults. 


PES-233 


-  12  - 


SEPTEMBER  I96U 


Toms  are  usually  marketed  about  6  to  8  weeks  later  than  hens.  Thus, 
raising  each  sex  by  itself  eliminates  the  expense  of  handling  both  hens  and 
toms  at  the  time  the  hens  are  sent  to  market.     Because  the  nutritive  require- 
ments for  hens  and  toms  may  differ,  the  separate  raising  of  the  sexes  also 
appears  to  offer  the  possibility  of  greater  efficiency  in  feeding. 

Turkey  production  is  increasing  in  all  regions  except  the  West,  where 
output  is  down  one-half  million  birds.    However,  all  of  the  U.  S.  increase  of 
5.3  million  birds  is  occurring  essentially  in  only  3  regions.    Numbers  raised 
were  up  from  a  year  earlier  by  2.2  million  birds  in  the  South  Atlantic  States, 
and  2.1  million  in  the  West  North  Central  States  and  1.1  million  in  the  South 
Central  States.     See  table  12  on  page  22  for  trends  in  turkey  production  by 
regions  since  1955. 

Young  turkeys,  which  represented  about  85  percent  of  the  turkey  meat 
produced  in  1963,  are  being  carried  to  heavier  weights.     In  January-July  196^, 
the  average  liveweight  of  such  birds  slaughtered  in  federally  inspected  plants 
was  17.7  pounds  compared  with  17.1  pounds  in  the  same  period  last  year.  If 
this  trend  continues,  as  appears  likely,  turkey  meat  production  for  all  of  196^- 
could  exceed  the  number  of  turkeys  raised  by  as  much  as  2  percent,  even  though 
this  year's  crop  will  contain  more  light  breeds  than  in  1963.    This  would  mean 
an  increase  from  1963  in  total  liveweight  turkey  production  of  about  8  percent. 

One-fifth  of  this  year's  turkey  crop  had  been  marketed  by  the  end  of 
July  and  about  one-third  by  the  end  of  August.     The  number  of  young  turkeys  and 
fryer-roasters  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  totaled  19.0  million  in 
January-July,  up  15  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    Marketings  through  July  ran 
ahead  of  the  expected  pattern  based  on  poult  hatchings,  which  pointed  to  only  a 
9  percent  increase.    This  may  indicate  that  a  larger  proportion  of  the  crop  is 
moving  through  Federal  inspection  this  year  than  last.     See  table  10.  Turkey 
slaughter  probably  will  not  continue  much  heavier  than  a  year  earlier  the  rest 
of  the  year. 

Turkey  Use  Runs  Ahead  of  I963 

Prices  received  by  U.  S.  turkey  growers  averaged  21.2  cents  per  pound  in 
January- August  compared  with  21.8  cents  in  the  same  period  of  I963.    The  mid- 
August  price  at  20.9  cents  per  pound  was  up  from  20.6  cents  in  July  but  down 
from  21.5  cents  in  August  1963.    The  lower  prices  appear  to  have  been  confined 
largely  to  the  smaller  turkeys.     Wholesale  prices  for  ready-to-cook  young  toms 
in  New  York  and  Chicago  have  fluctuated  closely  around  the  1963  level  since  the 
year  began,  while  prices  of  young  hens  and  fryer-roasters  have  run  somewhat 
lower.     Price  quotations  for  live  birds  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  of  California 
have  shown  the  same  pattern.     In  January-August  this  year  toms  were  quoted  at 
20.5  cents  per  pound  compared  with  21.2  cents  in  that  period  of  1963;  hens  were 
quoted  at  21.5  cents  per  pound,  down  from  23.7  cents  in  the  first  8  months  last 
year.    The  supply  of  the  heaviest  turkeys  has  been  somewhat  limited  relative  to 
other  classes  by  the  reduced  production  of  other  heavy  breeds.    At  the  same 
time  the  expanding  demand  for  turkey  as  a  raw  material  for  processed  convenience 
foods  is  concentrated  on  these  larger  birds. 
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Despite  greater  competition  from  red  meat  and  broilers  this  year,  the 
demand  for  turkey  appears  stronger  than  in  I963.    At  only  moderately  lower 
prices,  both  apparent  domestic  consumption  and  exports  are  up  substantially. 
In  January-July  the  use  of  U.  S.  turkey  (domestic  and  foreign)  totaled  about 
kOO  million  pounds,  ready-to-cook  basis.     This  was  about  k-5  million  pounds  or 
12  percent  higher  than  in  the  same  period  of  1963.     This  estimate  assumes  that 
the  same  proportion  of  turkeys  has  been  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection 
this  year  as  last.    To  the  extent  that  federally  inspected  turkeys  make  up  a 
larger  part  of  total  slaughter  this  year,  the  disappearance  estimate  is  over- 
stated.    Exports  rose  from  9  million  pounds  to  16  million  pounds.     Increases  of 
2.5  million  pounds  to  the  Common  Market  and  h.k  million  pounds  to  Canada 
accounted  for  most  of  the  increase.    Turkey  production  in  Canada  in  the  first 
quarter  was  about  15  percent  below  a  year  earlier.    Ready-to-cook  turkey  uti- 
lized in  further  processed  foods  totaled  108  million  pounds,  up  from  91  million 
in  January-July  I963. 

Turkey  use  appears  to  have  continued  heavier  than  a  year  earlier  through 
August.     Federally  certified  slaughter  in  August  was  about  13  million  pounds 
greater  than  in  August  I963.    But  frozen  turkey  stocks  increased  less  in  August 
this  year  than  last — only  4  5  million  pounds  compared  with       million  pounds. 
On  September  1,  turkeys  in  cold  storage  totaled  IU7  million  pounds,  down  from 
155  a  year  earlier,  but  above  the  1958-62  September  1  average  of  130  million 
pounds . 

Domestic  commercial  demand  for  turkey  is  expected  to  continue  to  be 
stronger  than  a  year  earlier  because  of  a  larger  population  and  higher  consumer 
incomes.     In  addition,  turkey  exports  in  the  last  5  months  of  I96U  are  likely 
to  be  larger  than  the  21.9  million  pounds  in  August-December  1963,  since  demand 
for  imported  poultry  in  the  EEC  will  probably  remain  strong  and  because  the  EEC 
levies  against  some  poultry  parts  were  reduced  on  August  1. 

The  Department's  purchase  program  for  turkeys  is  also  an  important  part 
of  the  demand  picture.  Purchases  by  USDA  have  been  made  in  each  of  the  last  6 
years,  with  quantities  acquired  in  the  last  3  years  varying  between  U3  million 
pounds  and  60  million  pounds.  Last  year's  program,  which  operated  between 
August  30  and  October  17,  removed  hk  million  pounds  of  ready-to-cook  turkey  or 
3  percent  of  production  from  the  market  at  a  commodity  cost  of  $1^.2  million. 

The  1964  program  began  on  August  ik.     In  the  first  6  weeks  of  the  pro- 
gram's operation  or  through  September  18,  USDA  acquired  37.8  million  pounds  of 
turkey  at  a  commodity  cost  of  $12.0  million.    Top  paying  prices  have  ranged 
between  33.1  cents  and  33-5  cents  per  pound.    These  are  just  slightly  below 
last  year's  top  paying  prices.     Purchases  to  date  represent  about  8.7  servings 
per  child  during  the  school  year. 

Turkey  purchases  this  year  are  being  financed  with  Section  6  funds  pro- 
vided by  the  National  School  Lunch  Act.    They  will  help  schools  participating 
in  the  NSL  program  meet  protein  requirements  for  lunches  served  to  16.7  million 
children. 


-*  •*  *  * 
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Table    k. — Changes  in  numbers  of  laying-type  chickens,  September  1 
through  the  following  January  1,  1950  to  date 


September  1 

.  Egg-type 
pullet  chicks 

[  hatched 
June-September 

[    January  1 

following 

Year 

Layers 

\  Pullets  not 
;  yet  laying 

Total  : 

:  Layers 

Potential 
layers  1/ 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

1950 

1951  : 

1952  : 

1953  : 
1954-  : 

:  298 
289 
2o3 
279 
291 

213 
217 

n  Q), 
lo4 

175 
167 

512 
506 
467 

k<?k 

k59 

370 
367 
350 

3V7 

0)1)1 
344 

399 
397 
373 
371 
369 

1955  : 

1956  : 
1957 

1958  : 

1959  : 

286 
:  296 
:  292 
:  292 

291 

150 
15k 
133 
lk6 
128 

k36 
450 

k2k 
1+38 

ki9 

37 
39 
31 
^5 
3k 

33k 
337 

324 

330 
319 

361 
370 
356 
367 
352 

i960 

1961  2/  : 

1962  2/ 

1963  2/  i 
196^  2/ 

:  279 
286 
289 
291 

:  293 

110 
110 

97 
96 
93 

389 
396 
386 
386 
386 

U8 
49 
53 
60 

3/67 

309 
312 
307 
307 

3kk 
350 
348 
351 

As  a 

percentage 

of  preceding  year 

September  1 

;  Egg-type 
,  pullet  chicks 

hatched 
',  June-September 

[    January  1 

following 

Layers 

',  Pullets  not 
'  yet  laying 

:  Total 

;  Layers 

\  Potential 
\  layers  if 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

1950  i 
1951 

1952  ; 

1953  : 
195k  : 

105 

:  97 
i  98 

:  99 
;  10k 

81 
102 

85 
95 
95 

93 
99 
92 
97 
101 

99 
95 
99 
99 

99 
94 

99 
99 

1955  : 
1956 

1957  : 

1958 

1959 

\  98 
:  103 

:  99 
:  100 

!  100 

90 
103 

86 

110 

88 

95 
103 

9k 
103 

96 

107 
78 

1^5 
76 

97 
101 

96 
102 

97 

98 

102 
96 

103 
96 

i960 
1961 

1962 

1963 
196k 

t  96 
:  103 
:  101 
:  101 
•  101 

86 

100 

88 

99 
97 

93 
102 

97 
100 
100 

iko 
103 
108 
113 
112 

97 
101 

98 
100 

98 
102 

99 
101 

1/  Includes  pullets  not  yet  laying.    2/  Includes  Alaska  and  Hawaii.    3/  Assumes 
September  hatch  will  show  ssBie  year-to-year  change  as  September  1  eggs  in  incubators. 
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Table    5.--USDA  purchases  of  dried  egg,  by  years,  1958-63,  by  weeks,  l$6h  to  date 


Period 

Purchases  1/ 

Range  of 

Commodity 

Period 

in  which 
contracts 
were  let 

.      By      •  Case 

•  weight  :  e<luiv- 
alent 

paying 
prices  per 
pound  2/ 

cost  of 
purchases 
3/  : 

Recipients  of 
distribution 

1958 

Oct. 

16-Dec . 

26 

1959  it/ 

Jan. 

2-Sept 

1+ 

I960 

Jan. 

lif-Nov. 

10 

1961 

Feb. 

1-July 

12 

1962 

Mar. 

22-July 

13 

1963  ! 

Apr. 

26-July 

3 

1,000 
pounds 

U,l62 
23,513 


1,000 
cases 

385 
1,901 


19,0^8  1,76k 


22,508 
13,0lU 

8,397 


2,081+ 
1,205 


Dollars 

1.18-1.23 
.97-1.21* 

.98-1. lit 

1.12-1.37 
.96-l.ll 


778  1.00-1.06 


1,000 
dollars 

5,087 
22,88U 

20,702 

27,120 
13,297 

8,782 


National  School  Lunch  Program 
Needy  persons  and  other  eligible 
outlets 

Needy  persons  and  other  eligible 

outlets 
Needy  persons 

School  lunches  and  institutional 
outlets 

School  lunches,  institutions  and 
nonprofit  summer  camps  for 
children 


Purchases  1/ 

Top 
paying 
,    price  per 
pound  2/ 

Commodity  cost 
or  purchases 

For  the  : 

period      :  Cumulative 

By  wei 

ght 

*         Case  equivalent 

For  the 
period 

Cumulative 

For  the 
period 

:  Cumulative 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

cases 

Dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

of  dried  whole 

egg  for  distribution  to  needy  families 

1961+ 

Mar. 

26 

:  30k 

301+ 

28 

28 

1.08 

327 

327 

Apr. 

1 

532 

837 

k9 

77 

1.06 

563 

890 

8 

1,217 

2,053 

113 

190 

1.06 

1,280 

2,169 

15 

1+06 

2,U59 

38 

228 

1.05 

1+26 

2,596 

23 

963 

3,1+22 

89 

317 

1.05 

1,012 

3,608 

29 

735 

1+,157 

68 

385 

1.05 

772 

^,380 

May 

6 

659 

Ml7 

61 

1+1+6 

1.05 

693 

5,073 

13 

887 

5,70k 

82 

528 

1.05 

932 

6,006 

20 

583 

6,287 

51+ 

582 

1.05 

612 

6,618 

27 

l,0lU 

7,301 

91+ 

676 

1.05 

1,061+ 

7,682 

June 

3 

963 

8,261+ 

89 

765 

1.05 

1,011 

8,693 

10 

963 

9,227 

89 

85U 

1.05 

1,011 

9,70l+ 

17 

1,065 

10,292 

99 

953 

1.05 

1,118 

10,822 

2k 

659 

10,951 

61 

l,0li+ 

1.05 

692 

11,51!+ 

July 

1 

330 

11,281 

31 

l,0l+5 

1.05 

3I+6 

11,860 

9 

532 

11,813 

1+9 

1,09!+ 

1.05 

559 

12,1+19 

15 

1+06 

12,219 

38 

1,132 

1.05 

1+26 

12,81+5 

22 

:  330 

12,51+8 

31 

1,162 

1.05 

3I+6 

13,191 

30 

25k 

12,802 

23 

1,185 

1.05 

266 

13,1+57 

Aug. 

6 

k31 

13,233 

1+0 

1,225 

1.05 

1+52 

13,909 

13 

:  355 

13,588 

33 

1,258 

1.05 

373 

ll+,282 

20 

:  30l+ 

13,892 

28 

1,286 

1.05 

319 

ll+,602 

27 

152 

ii+,oi+i+ 

11+ 

1,300 

1.05 

160 

li+,76l 

Sept. 

3 

:  177 

ll+,221 

16 

1,317 

1.05 

186 

lJ+,91+8 

10 

:  51 

ll+,272 

5 

1,321 

1.05 

53 

15,001 

17 

:  101 

ll+,373 

9 

1,331 

1.05 

106 

15,107 

1/  Purchases  have  been  made  with  Section  32  funds  provided  by  P.L.  320  directly  or  from  such  funds 
which  have  been  transferred  to  Section  6  of  the  National  School  Lunch  Act.    2]  Rounded  to  the  nearest 
cent.    3/  Commodity  cost  except  that  in  1959  cost  includes  conversion  of  1+  million  pounds  of  frozen  egg 
purchased  for  later  drying,    kj  Includes  k  million  pounds  of  frozen  egg  purchased  for  later  drying. 
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Table    "J. — Price  of  broiler- type  chicks,  United  States  and  Georgia 
compared  with  Georgia  hatching  egg  price,  1961  to  date 


Item  : 

Unit 

Jan. 

Feb.  : 

Mar.  : 

Apr. 

:  May 

:  June 

July 

Price  per  broiler-type 

chick :  : 

United  States:  : 

1961  : 

Cent 

12.60 

12.  1+0 

12.10 

11.20 

9.63 

9.20 

9-33 

1962  : 

do. 

9.80 

10.10 

9.82 

8.99 

8.67 

8.79 

9.37 

1963  : 

do. 

10.80 

10.90 

10.90 

10.60 

9.80 

9.37 

9.32 

196I+ :  : 

9M 

Reported  : 

do. 

9-57 

9.18 

9.16 

8.88 

8.81 

9.20 

Change  from  1963 

Percent 

-11 

-13 

-16 

-111 

-9 

-6 

-1 

Georgia: 

1961 

Cent 

12.80 

12.50 

12.00 

10.20 

8.20 

8.20 

8.50 

1962  : 

do. 

9.1+0 

9-50 

8.80 

7.60 

7.10 

8.00 

8.90 

1963  : 

do.. 

11.00 

10.90 

10.80 

10.10 

8.90 

8.30 

8.30 

196U: 

Reported  ; 

do. 

9.90 

8.90 

8.50 

8.20 

7.60 

7.80 

8.60 

Change  from  1963 

Percent 

-18 

-18 

-21 

-19 

-15 

-6 

1+ 

Price  per  dozen  broiler 

hatching  eggs: 

Georgia  l/: 

1961 

Cent 

76.00 

75.75 

72.80 

66.50 

55.^0 

5I+.OO 

56.50 

1962 

do. 

59.75 

60.00 

5^.00 

^7-50 

1+7.00 

53.00 

60.25 

1963 

do. 

71.00 

71.50 

71.60 

66.75 

61.50 

60.20 

60.00 

196U:  : 

5^.75 

58.75 

Reported 

do. 

60.00 

59.00 

56.00 

55.75 

53.60 

Change  from  1963 

Percent 

-15 

-17 

-22 

-16 

-13 

-9 

-2 

Aug. 

:      Sept . 

:  Oct 

Nov.  : 

Dec. 

Average 

Price  per  broiler-type 
chick: 
United  States: 
1961 
1962 
1963 
196k: 

Reported 

Change  from  1963 

Georgia: 
1961 
1962 
1963 
196k: 

Reported 

Change  from  1963 

Price  per  dozen  broiler 
hatching  eggs: 
Georgia  l/: 
1961 
1962 
1963 
196h: 

Reported 

Change  from  1963 


do. 
Percent 


:  Cent 

9.02 

8.1+0 

8.7!+ 

9.00 

9.39 

10.08 

:  do. 

10.1+0 

10.90 

10.90 

10.80 

10.80 

9.95 

:  do. 

9-72 

9.95 

9.92 

10.00 

9. 81+ 

10.09 

:  do. 

9.32 

:  Percent 

:  -1+ 

:  Cent 

7.70 

6.90 

7.80 

8.10 

8.90 

9.30 

:  do. 

:  10.20 

11.20 

10.1+0 

10.50 

10.70 

9.36 

:  do. 

9.20 

9.90 

9.70 

9.80 

9.70 

9.72 

:  do. 

:  8.80 

:  Percent 

:  -l* 

:  Cent 

:  52.80 

1+7.75 

1+8.50 

52.00 

55.25 

59.1+1+ 

:  do. 

:  61+.25 

68.00 

65.50 

66.25 

69.OO 

59.514 

:  do. 

:      61+. 00 

66.00 

66.00 

66.00 

63.00 

65.63 

60.60 
-5 


1/  Simple  average  of  weekly  average  data  for  all  hatching  eggs,  reported  by  Georgia  Crop  Reporting 
Service. 
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Table   8. — USDA  purchases  of  cut-up  young  chickens  for  National  School 
Lunch  Program,  by  years,  I96I-63,  by  weeks,  1963  to  date 


Broiler  production 

Duration  of 
program 

Range  of 

Commodity 

Period  ; 

*  Ready-to- 
Number      j  cook 
'.  weight 

Number  ■, 
:  Begin  and 

of         :  end 
weeks 

■  Purchases 

prices  per 
pound 

cost  of 
purchases 

Million 

1,000 

1,000 

:  Millions 

pounds 

Weeks  Month 

dollars 

Cents 

dollars 

:  1,993 

4,926 

24  l/Mar.-Dec 

i+4,790 

26.67-37.69 

13,448 

:  2,026 

4,980 

22            Aug. -Dec 

60,000 

27.28-33.20 

17,963 

:  2,105 

5,247 

19            Aug. -Dec 

50,100 

27.37-31.59 

1^,9^3 

:  Contracts 

:  Purchases 

Range  of 

Commodity  cost 
of  purchases 

:      let  in 
:  week  ending 

For  the 
week 

\  Cumulative 

for  the 
*         year  \ 

prices  per 
pound 

For  the  : 
week  : 

Cumulative 
for  the 
year 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

dollars 

1961 
1962 
1963 


1963 


1964 


Aug. 

16 

:  1,500 

1,500 

28.81-30.89 

44o 

440 

22 

:  2,34o 

3,840 

28.85-30.84 

684 

1,124 

29 

:  2,880 
:  3,180 

6,720 

28.49-30.71 

845 

1,969 

Sept. 

5 

9,900 

27.37-30.69 

928 

2,897 

12 

:  2,220 
2,340 

12,120 
lk,h60 

28.85-31.08 

652 

3,549 

18 

29.10-31.09 

694 

4,243 

25 

2,700 

17,160 

28.99-31.08 

799 

5,042 

Oct. 

2 

;  3,030 

20,190 

29.19-31.08 

902 

5,944 

9 

3,000 

23,190 

29.OO-3i.09 

895 

6,84o 

16 

1,380 

24,570 

29.45-31.10 

412 

7,252 

23 

2,250 

26,820 

28.85-31.25 

674 

7,926 

30 

:  2,700 
:  3,360 

29,520 

29.OO-3i.49 

810 

8,736 

Nov. 

6 

32,880 

29.50-31.59 

1,010 
479 

9,746 

15 

:  1,590 

34,470 

29.58-31.59 

10,225 
11,354 

20 

3,750 

38,220 

29.25-31.59 

1,129 

27 

3,420 

4l,64o 

29.75-31.59 

1,037 

12,392 

Dec. 

4 

:  2,850 

44,490 

29.48-31.59 

864 

13,255 

11 

2,760 

47,250 

29.69-31.39 

831 

14,086 

18 

:  2,850 

50,100 

28.98-31.29 

857 

14,943 

July 

22 

:  2,880 

2,880 

29.52-31.69 

872 

872 

29 

:  2,730 

5,610 

29.18-31.19 

812 

1,684 

Aug. 

6 

:  2,970 

8,580 

29.30-31.69 

889 

2,573 

14 

:  2,610 

11,190 

29.40-31.69 

781 

3,354 

20 

:  2,460 

13,650 

29.40-31.58 

735 

4,089 

26 

:  810 

14,460 

29.49-3i.O9 

244 

4,333 

Sept. 

3 

:  930 

15,390 

29.47-31.67 

280 

4,613 

10 

:  2,580 

17,970 

29.29-31.53 

765 

5,378 

17 

:  2,250 

20,220 

29.34-31.37 

677 

6,056 

1/  First  program  in  month  of  March,  second  in  August-December. 
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Table  10. — Turkeys:    Monthly  hatchings,  by  breed  type,  advanced  to 
indicate  prospective  month  of  marketing,  1963  to  date 


Heavy  white  breed  hatchings 
5  months  previous 

[             Other  heavy  breed  hatchings 
6  months  previous 

Month 

By  months 

Cumulative 

j         By  months 

Cumulative 

1963 

196k 

1965 

1963 

196k 

;  1965 

i  1963 

.  196U 

.  1965 

1963 

1961+ 

1  1965 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

January 
February 
March 
April 

1.5 
1.0 

.9 
•  9 

l.U 
.6 
.7 
•  9 

1.3 
1/.5 

1.5 
2.5 
3.4 
U.3 

l.k 

1.9 
2.6 

3.5 

1.3 

1/1.8 

3.1 
.1* 
.1 
.1 

3.0 
.3 

.2 
•  3 

3.0 
.1+ 
1/.2 

3.1 
3.5 
3.6 
3.7 

3.0 
3.3 
3-5 
3.8 

3.0 
3.k 
1/3.6 

May 
June 
July 
August 

1.0 

1.5 
2.6 
5.0 

1.3 
1.9 
3.1 
6.6 

5.3 
6.8 

ik.k 

1+.8 
6.7 
9-7 
16.3 

.2 
.k 
1.2 

h.5 

.k 

.6 
1.3 

k.2 

3.9 
h.3 
5.5 
10.0 

1+.2 
If. 7 
6.1 
10.3 

September 
October 
November 
December 

5.9 
6.U 

•  5.5 
3.0 

7.8 
7-9 
6.9 
3.k 

20.3 
26.6 
32.1 
35.1 

2^.1 
32.0 
38.8 
U2. 2 

11.0 
13.6 
13.  k 
8.6 

10.8 
12.2 
11.9 
8.1 

21.0 
3^.6 
k8.0 
56.6 

21.1 
33.2 
1+5. 2 

53-3 

Light  breed  hatchings 
h  months  previous 

\                 All  turkeys :    Sum  of 
j                 preceding  columns  2/ 

By  months 

Cumulative 

By  months  \ 

Cumulative 

1963 

196k 

1965 

1963 

196k 

.  1965 

1963 

196k 

1965 

1963 

196I+ 

'  1965 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

Mil- 
lion 

January 
February 
March 
April 

O.k 
.k 
.3 
.5 

0.5 
.5 
.5 
.6 

1/0.6 

O.k 
.8 
1.1 
1.6 

0.  5 
1.0 

1.  U 
2.0 

1/0.6 

5.1 
1.7 
1.3 
1.5 

h.9 
1.3 
1.3 
1.8 

l/k.Q 

5.1 
6.8 
8.1 
9.6 

h.9 
6.2 
7.5 
9.3 

l/U.8 

May 
June 

Tiilv  < 

0  uj_y 
August 

.6 

.6 
.8 
•  9 

.6 
.8 
1.0 
1.2 

2.2 
2.8 
3.6 
h.5 

2.6 

3.h 
k.k 
5.6 

1.8 
2.6 
k.6 
10.3 

2.k 

3.2 
5.3 

12.0 

11.  k 
13.9 
18.5 
28.9 

11.6 
1U.9 
20.2 
32.2 

September 
October 
November 
December 

1.6 
1.5 
1.7 
1.1 

1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
1.2 

6.1 
7.6 
9.3 
10.3 

7.2 
8.8 
10. U 
11.6 

18.5 
21.5 
20.5 
12.7 

20.2 
21.6 
20.1+ 
12.7 

k7.k 
68.9 
89.  k 
102.1 

52.1+ 
71+.0 
9U.1+ 
107.2 

1/  Assumes  year-to-year  change  in  September  hatch  will  be  the  same  as  eggs  in  incubators  on 
September  1. 


2/  Obtained  from  unrounded  data. 
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Table  11. — USDA  purchases  of  ready-to-cook  turkeys  by  years, 
1951-63,  by  weeks,  1962  to  date 


Size  of 

turkey  crop 

Duration 

of  program 

Range  of 

Commodity 

Head 

Ready— 

Number 

:  Begin  and 

X  Li  J.  '■.,lhl  oLo 

prices  per 

cost  of 

rai  sed 

.  to-cook 

,  of 

:  end 

pound 

purchases 

t  weights 

weeks 

Million 

1,000 

1,000 

Millions 

pounds 

Weeks 

Months 

pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

53 

703 











62 

795 





27,852 





60 

758 





20,327 





68 

870 











66 

818 











77 

957 

10 

Sept. -Nov. 

27,ll4 

37.00-39.50 

10,1+00 

81 

1,03k 

80 

1,038 

28 

July-Feb . 

23,560 

31.29-37.50 

7,969 

84 

1,123 

h 

Sept. -Oct. 

21,570 

32.17-35.99 

7,416 

85 

1,162 

4 

Sept . -Oct . 

18,720 

34. 74-37. 47 

6,800 

108 

1,506 

10 

Aug . -Nov . 

59,950 

25.93-31.95 

17,018 

92 

1,304 

9 

Sept. -Nov. 

42,900 

30.97-33.75 

13,929 

93 

l,34l 

8 

Aug. -Oct. 

43,560 

31.W-33.75 

14,200 

Contracts 
let  in 
week 
ending 


Sept.  21 

27 


Oct. 


Nov, 


Aug. 
Sept. 


Oct. 


u 
11 

19 
25 

r\ 
C 

8 
16 

30 
4 
12 

19 

26 

3 

ic 
17 


Aug.  14 

20 
27 
3 
10 

18 


Sent. 


Purchases 


For  the 
week 


Cumulative 
for  the 
year 


Range  of 
prices  per 
pound 


Commodity  cost 
of  purchases 


For  the 
week 


Cumulative 
for  the 
year 


1,000 
pounds 

2,695 
7,590 
7,^25 
6,765 
5,225 

k,koo 
4, 18c 
2,475 
2,145 

1,485 
7,590 
8,855 

9,460 
5,005 
3,850 

3,245 
4,070 

2,475 
4,180 
6,105 
10,010 

8,745 
6,270 


1,000 
pounds 

2,695 
10.265 
17,710 
24,475 
29,700 
34,100 
38,280 
40,755 
42,900 

1,485 
9,075 
17,930 
27,390 
32,395 
36,245 
39,490 
43,560 

2,475 
6,655 
12,760 
22,770 
31,515 
37,785 


Cents 


30.97 
31.39 
31.69 
31.69 
31.69 
31.69 
31.74' 
31.89 
31.48 


■33.59 
■33.75 
-33.74 
■33.74 
-33.74 
■33.74 
■33.74 
■33.74 
■32.96 


31.48-33.75 
31.72-33.74 
31.88-33.74 
31.92-33.74 
31.97-33.75 

32.14-  33.75 
31.65-33.73 
32.09-33.75 

30.88-33.46 
31.47-33.28 

31.15-  33.20 
30.83-33.10 
30.74-33.09 
30.69-33.07 


1,000 
pounds 


2,444 
2,401 
2,204 
1,702 
1,437 
1,363 
812 
695 

482 
2,473 
2,894 
3,078 
1,634 
1,260 
1,054 
1,325 


1,350 
1,947 
3,185 
2,796 
1,976 


1,000 
dollars 

869 
3,314 
5,715 
7,919 
9,621 
11,058 
12,421 
13,234 
13,929 

482 

2,955 
5,849 
8,927 
10,561 
11,821 
12,875 

14,200 
788 

2,138 

4,085 
7,270 
10,066 

12,042 


1/  Not  adjusted  for  contract  cancellations.  2/  Excludes  130,000  pounds  purchased  for  Puerto 
Rico.     3/  Excludes  140,000  pounds  purchased  for  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin  Islands. 
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Table  13. — Turkeys  raised,  by  breeds  and  by  States,  1963-64 


:  1963 

1964 

Change  from  I963  to 

1964 

State 

Number 

Percentage 

1  Heavy  '. 

Light 

■  MJ- 

Heavy 

!  Light 

'.  All 

\  breeds  \ 

breeds 

|  breeds 

breeds 

i  breeds 

i  breeds 

Heavy 

!  Light 

'.  All 

Heavy 

'.  Light  \ 

All 

— =-  

L_—  

breeds 

breeds 

breeds 

breeds 

(     Ui CCU 0  . 

breeds 

~ Th  " 

— 21£l 

Thou . 

— =~  

Thou. 

Th  ou . 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Maine 

28 

0 

28 

0 

36 

Q 
O 

~"~ 

8 

29 



29 

New  Hanrp  shi  re 

86 

0 

86 

73 

j 

76 

(O 

-13 

3 

-10 

-15 



-12 

Vermont 

20 

0 

20 

14 

0 

14 

-6 

-6 

-30 



-30 

Massachusetts 

353 

8 

36l 

10 

2 

-57 

-17 

25 

-l6 

Rhode  Island 

20 

1 

21 

9 

0 

9 

-u 

-1 

-12 

-55 

-57 

Connecticut. 

226 

12 

P^8 

P 

±00 

-co 

-7 

-70 

-2o 

-58 

-29 

New  York 

1+53 

4o 

4-02 

-51 

2 

-49 

-11 

5 

-10 

New  Jersey 

Q 

y 

1  ^o 
x?y 

9 

240 

An 
OX 

0 

8l 

54 

0 

51 

Pennsylvania. 

J.  ,  CU  ( 

x±\> 

i  3ftp 
J-  )J0£- 

cLOy 

1,592 

DO 

174 

210 

3 

151 

15 

North  Atlantic 

2,603 

185 

2,788 

2,525 

358 

2,883 

-78 

173 

95 

-3 

94 

3 

Ohio 

2,777 

919 

3,696 

3,099 

800 

3,899 

322 

-119 

203 

12 

-13 

5 

Indiana 

9  Q7f) 

P^P 

d^d 

3  OOO 

3,202 

199 

3,4oi 

-53 

179 

8 

-21 

6 

Illinois 

"1  osU 
J.  j  upn- 

3A 

~\  noo 
x  ,  uyc. 

o± 

1,320 

205 

23 

228 

19 

61 

21 

Mi  f»Vi  "i  ft  an 

■  :  —      1  1  1  -    CL1 1 

po 

~l     1  CY7 

921 

oU 

nAi 
901 

-13  0 

4 

-126 

-12 

7 

-11 

Wi  scon  sin 

?  ,doy 

on 

5 ,103 

XJ.0 

5,221 

-Xco 

20 

-138 

-3 

31 

-3 

East  North  Central 

13,121 

1,355 

14,476 

13,584 

1,238 

14,822 

463 

-117 

346 

4 

-9 

2 

Mi nne  sot a 

13,784 

1,300 

15,084 

13,725 

1,560 

15,285 

-59 

260 

201 

0 

20 

1 

7  no 

fisU 

OpH- 

A    1  T7 
0,±{  ( 

HiiO 

213 

0 

-25 

3 

Missouri 

4,396 

825 

5,221 

6,016 

528 

6,544 

1,620 

-297 

1,323 

37 

-36 

25 

North  Dakota 

Arm 

T  7 

1  r 

Odd 

All  7 

OX 

ho 

44 

ob 

5 

259 

10 

South  Dakota 

?ox 

33A 
3J0 

099 

JiAli 
404 

M-tfO 

910 

-77 

Afl 
00 

11 

-14 

26 

1 

Nebraska 

oy  f 

17 

914 

1 ,117 

17 

1,13^- 

220 

0 

220 

25 

0 

Oil 

24 

Kansas 

73  k 

of, 

clO 

760 

/OO 

n  A 

OU4 

52 

Q 
-O 

Mi 
44 

7 

-31 

6 

West  North  Central 

28,287 

3,377 

31,664 

30,511 

3,251 

33,762 

2,224 

-126 

2,098 

8 

-4 

7 

u  e  x  awar  e 

xoo 

17fi 
±  (O 

344 

1  RR 

no 

271 

—10 

-63 

-73 

C 
-O 

-36 

-21 

Maryland 

187 

50 

237 

181 

24 

205 

-0 

-26 

-32 

-3 

-52 

-14 

V  ±  I  (-j-i-  ILL CL 

P  3.Q1 

p  pAs 

4,0/O 

1  70Q 

li  7Pil 

~0yd 

£n  7 

25 

-25 

27 

West  Virginia  : 

334 

830 

1,164 

519 

996 

1,515 

185 

166 

351 

55 

20 

30 

North  Carolina 

p  £7^ 

e:  ,  /  c.O 

0  ,oO  f 

4l4 

4 ,  z>KJX 

T    on  T 

X  ,  r.l  1 

2£k 

1,575 

kq 
45 

70A 

50 

South  Carolina 

44o 

15 

J.  <t 

4bl 

009 

49 

738 

243 

34 

277 

54 

227 

60 

Georgia 

~\  fY7c: 

~l  no 

-L,X  (  ( 

l,jU  f 

5 

1,312 

232 

-97 

1j5 

22 

-95 

11 

Florida  , 

?u 

1  7£ 
1  (O 

226 

12 

157 

I69 

OA 
-30 

-19 

-57 

if. 
- 10 

-11 

-25 

South  Atlantic 

7,327 

3,684 

11,011 

8,552 

4,660 

13,212 

1,225 

976 

2,201 

17 

26 

20 

Kentucicy  ; 

622 

5 

. 

627 

755 

1 

7££ 

133 

k 

—H 

129 

21 

An 
-OU 

21 

Tennessee  ; 

100 

0 

100 

115 

7 

122 

15 

7 

22 

15 

22 

Alab  ama 

liO£ 

kn 
4U 

536 

697 

do 

723 

201 

Tk 

T  R7 

kl 

iC 
"JO 

35 

Mississippi 

166 

3 

169 

137 

2 

139 

-29 

-1 

-30 

-17 

-33 

-18 

Arkansas 

2,661 

335 

2,996 

3,172 

425 

3,597 

90 

001 

19 

07 

20 

Louisiana  : 

34 
34 

1 

28 

-7 

0 

—7 

f 

-21 

0 

-20 

Oklahoma  : 

1,360 

09 

1,437 

1,206 

09 

1,295 

-162 

20 

-142 

—12 

29 

-10 

Texas 

4,553 

32 

)i  cAc 

4,5o5 

4,819 

cA 

4,0/ / 

266 

292 

0 

81 

South  Central 

10,000 

485 

10,485 

10,928 

609 

11,537 

928 

124 

1,052 

9 

26 

10 

.  : 
Montana  1/  : 

2X1 

74 

205 

213 

iiri 

40 

253 

2 

-34 

-32 

1 

k£ 
—40 

—li 

XQano  XI  , 

y 

I/ 

y 

-1  / 

H 

H 

1/ 

y 

n  / 
1/ 

y 

l  / 
±1 

±J 

Wyoming  : 

3 

0 

3 

4 

0 

4 

1 

1 

33 

33 

Colorado  ! 

1,980 

b 

n  nA£ 
1,906 

1,055 

25 

x ,  oou 

-325 

1 0 

-16 

317 

-15 

New  Mexico  : 

7 

1 

8 

6 

1 

7 

-1 

0 

-1 

-14 

0 

-12 

Arizona 

209 

0 

209 

19^- 

0 

194 

xp 

7 

Utah  : 

3,247 

74 

3,321 

2,999 

5 

3,oo4 

-248 

-69 

-317 

-8 

-93 

-10 

Nevada  ; 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Washington  ; 

367 

8 

375 

431 

6 

437 

64 

-2 

62 

17 

-25 

17 

Oregon 

1,495 

182 

1,677 

1,182 

146 

1,328 

-313 

-36 

-349 

-21 

-20 

-21 

California  : 

14,845 

237 

15,082 

14,874 

704 

15,578 

29 

467 

496 

0 

197 

3 

Western 

22,364 

582 

22,946 

21,558 

927 

22,485 

-806 

345 

-461 

-4 

59 

-2 

United  States  : 

83,702 

9,668 

93,370 

87,658 

11,043 

98,701 

3,956 

1,375 

5,331 

5 

14 

6 

1/  Montana  and  Idaho  combined  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations.    Totals  for  West  includes  both  States. 
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1965  OUTLOOK 


The  42nd  Annual  National  Agricultural  Outlook  Con- 
ference is  to  be  held  November  16-19,  1964  in  the 
Department  of  Agricultural  in  Washington,  D.  C.  The 
Poultry  Session  is  scheduled  for  the  morning  of  Wednes- 
day, November  18,  in  the  Freer  Gallery  of  Art  Auditorium. 

The  1964  edition  of  the  Handbook  of  Agricultural 
Charts,  AH-275  is  now  available.    This  reference  book 
contains  information  on  the  overall  agricultural  eco- 
nomic situation,  farm  commodities,  foreign  agricultural 
trade,  marketing,  farm  population,  and  family  living. 
Single  copies  may  be  obtained  by  sending  a  post  card  to 
Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C.  20250. 


The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  is  published  in 
January,  March,  July,  September  and  November.    The  last 
report  for  this  year  (Outlook  Issue)  is  scheduled  for 
release  November  7,  1964. 


U.  S.  I>ep3Lrkmmt  m  Agitaifer® 

Washington,  D.  C.  20250. 
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NOTICE 

It"  you  no  longer  need  this  publication, 
check  here  ^  / return  this  sheet, 
and  your  name  will  be  dropped  from 
the  mailing  list. 

If  your  address  should  be  changed, 
write  the  new  address  on  this  sheet 
and  return  the  whole  sbset  to: 

Division  of  Administrati  ve  Services  (ML) 
Office  of  Management  Services 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.  C.  20250.   


PES-233 


SEPTEMBER  196k 


